OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
INVITATION FOR BID
This Invitation for Bid must be received on or before the return
date and time specified below.

2016 Money Laundering & Financial Crimes Conference

This section is to be completed by the Responding Vendor
	Name:
	

	Address:
	

	City, St Zip:
	

	Phone#/Fax#:
	

	E-mail:
	

	Texas Vendor ID Number (TINS)
	

	Employer Identification # (EIN/Federal Tax identification number)
	



Submit Bid to the following:
The Office of the Attorney General
Procurement Division
Attn:  Alma Torres, Phone:   512-475-4524

	By Email to: 
 alma.torres@texasattorneygeneral.gov
 Or  
Hand or Commercial Delivery to:
300 W. 15th Street, 3rd Floor
Austin, Texas  78701



	[bookmark: Reference_Number]Reference No.  302-ah4-2992MLCONF

	[bookmark: Text9][bookmark: Return_By][bookmark: 5]Return by:  10:00a.m. Tuesday, March 8, 2016



	General Instruction: When responding to this Invitation for Bid, Vendors shall submit this Invitation for bid on or before the return date and time with the bid opening date and reference number clearly noted.  Pricing must remain good for 30 days. All charges related to the equipment delivery must be provided on this form. For any questions, contact the Purchaser listed above.  NOTE:  (1) Late responses will not be considered, (2) award(s) will be made in the best interest of the State, and (3) vendors must specify if bidding all or none. The OAG has the right to cancel this bid at the discretion of the agency.

	

The vendor’s authorized agent must sign below.  By signing this document, the bidder acknowledges that all information contained in the document is true and correct and that bidder agrees to comply with all terms and conditions.  Failure to sign will disqualify this bid.  By signing this bid, bidder certifies that if a Texas address is shown as the address of the bidder, bidder qualifies as a Texas Bidder as defined in 34 TAC Rule 20.32(68).

______________________________     ________________________       _______________
Signature                                                  Title				 Date





971-65 Room Rental for Austin Conference

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Office of the Attorney General (OAG) is seeking a site rental for the 2016 Money Laundering & Financial Crimes Conference in Austin, TX.  The conference will be held June 6-8, 2016. 
 All bidders must meet or exceed the following requirements.

1. General Requirements
Prices quoted by bidders in response to this Invitation for Bid (IFB) shall be considered firm by the OAG throughout the term of the services specified herein.  Bid prices may not be altered, amended or negotiated after the bid opening except to correct mathematical errors in extensions.

Award(s), if any, shall be made to the bidder providing the best value conforming to the advertised specifications, in accordance with Texas Building and Procurement Rule 113.6(b) and Texas Government Code Title 10, Subtitle D, Section 2156.007.

The complete contract governing this procurement, will consist of the provisions in this IFB, including any attachments and supplements, the vendors bid response, and the Purchase Order (PO) including any addenda issued by the OAG.  The provisions of this IFB and those of the PO shall control in the case of any conflict with any of the provisions in the Vendor’s bid response, except as otherwise noted on the PO.  Vendor shall provide, with their bid response, any proposed agreements that the vendor intends to be part of the contract award.  The OAG may agree to, amend, or reject all or any part of such agreements if doing so would be in the State’s and the OAG’s  best interest.   The OAG will not sign form contracts.  The OAG will not be bound by any vendor limitation of liability. 

The OAG cannot and does not guarantee the acquisition of any quantities.  Quantities listed are estimated and will be used for evaluation purposes only.  Payment will be based on actual quantities used.

NOTE:  Bidders must respond to the requirements as outlined in the IFB.  No modifications to the requirements will be considered.  In addition, Bidders must complete all sections that require a response.  Failure to comply may result in disqualification.
 
2. Hotel Requirements
2.1 Meeting dates:  June 6 through June 8, 2016
2.2 Location: Austin, Texas
2.3 All vendor service charges and gratuities must be included in the bid.
2.4 Wheelchair accessibility to all events.
2.5 Complimentary parking available for all conference attendees.
2.6 Ratio of one (1) complimentary guest room for every 50 (fifty) guest rooms booked (or better).
2.7 Property must have an emergency/red alert plan in place.
2.8 One (1) complimentary lectern microphone in general session room each day
2.9 Hotel must have acceptable references from other Texas state government agency clients, if requested.
2.10 Hotel must be AAA approved and Four Diamond rated or above; or Forbes Rated Fours Stars or above to be considered for this event.  Rating documentation shall be submitted with the vendor’s response.  

3. Sleeping Requirements
3.1 Sleeping rooms at the prevailing state/federal rate (or lower) as of 1/1/2016 (currently $135.00 single) for single up to one (1) night before the conference, and one (1) night following the conference.
3.2 The OAG does not guarantee a specific number of sleeping rooms, but estimates as follows based on past history:
	Sunday
	88 rooms

	Monday
	87 rooms

	Tuesday
	85 rooms

	Wednesday
	Depart



3.3 Room block will be listed as “OAG Financial Crimes”.
3.4 Three (3) week cut-off date for hotel reservations made by individuals using 12 p.m., midnight of that date for reservation cut-off time.

4. Set-up Requirements
4.1 Agenda  
Monday, June 6, 2016
4:00 p.m. 	– 	6:00 p.m.	Registration for early arrivals

		   Tuesday, June 7, 2016
7:30 a.m. 	– 	8:00 a.m.	Registration & Cont. Breakfast – approx. 250 people
8:00 a.m.		5:00 p.m.	BREAK for 250 replenish as needed through day 8:30 a.m.  	–	12:00 a.m.	(General Session for 300 - classroom style
					Head table for 3 on riser with lectern
Small riser in back of room for our audio-tech with 6’ table and chair)
12:00 p.m. 	– 	1:30 p.m.	Working luncheon for approx. 300 people
1:30 p.m. 	–  	5:00 p.m. 	General Session for 300 - classroom style

Wednesday, June 8, 2016
7:30 a.m. 	– 	8:00 a.m.	Registration & Continental breakfast for approx. 250 people
8:00 a.m.		5:00 p.m.	BREAK for 250 replenish as needed through day 
8:00 a.m. 	– 	12:00 a.m.	General Session for approx. 300 people
12:00 p.m.	 – 	1:30 p.m.	Working luncheon for approx. 300 people
1:30 p.m. 	–  	5:00 p.m. 	General Session for approx. 300 people/Adjorn

4.2 	Registration, Monday through Wednesday
4.2.1 Registration Area Monday:  set up at 3:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.;                                        
Tuesday Wednesday:  7:30 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Registration area is to remain the same throughout the conference.
4.2.2 Five (5) skirted 6-foot tables, one (1) chair at each table.
4.2.3 Complimentary telephone with unlimited complimentary local calls during conference.
4.2.4 Delivery of conference materials to registration area no later than 1:30 p.m. on Sunday to registration area that will be shipped to and stored at the site the Friday prior to the conference.
4.2.5 Four (4) Easels for signs.
4.2.6 Complimentary iced water and iced tea for registration staff each day starting Monday for two (2) people.



4.3   General Session:  Tuesday through Wednesday
The general session space is to be classroom style for 300 people.  This space shall include the following:
4.3.1 Head table in room for 3 people, three (3) chairs, and complimentary standing lectern with complimentary microphone.  All shall be placed on a 
2-foot raised platform.
4.3.2 Tables shall be covered and skirted with chairs for 300 people. Seated 3 people per table.
4.3.3 Ice for water stations in general session area to be refilled at breaks and at lunch only.    
4.3.4 Paper and pens/pencils shall be placed at each seat.     
4.3.5 A minimum of three (3) aisles from front to back of room in addition to aisle areas around perimeter of the room.    
4.3.6 Additional water station in back of room. 
4.3.7 Riser with 6’ table and chair in back of room for videotaping by our staff person.   

4.4 Miscellaneous: The OAG, in its sole discretion, may purchase miscellaneous goods or services throughout the conference.  The total of the goods and/or services may not exceed $5,000.00.  The additional miscellaneous goods or services requested may only be authorized by the OAG On-site Conference Coordinator.

5.0 Food & Beverage
	(Note the Office of the Attorney General is a tax exempt government agency)

5.1 Breaks
Please quote a price per person per each break.  Guaranteed number of attendees will be provided to the hotel 72 hours in advance of the conference.  Price quoted shall not exceed $35.00 per person per day inclusive of gratuity.

	5.1.1	Monday, June 6, 2016
		3:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. - Complimentary water and iced tea for staff (2 people) at registration desk.

	5.1.2	Tuesday, June 7, 2016
		7:00 a.m. –Continental Breakfast - Coffee (regular and decaf), hot tea, hot chocolate and muffins/pastries, breakfast breads with condiments (butter, jams, etc.) for 250 
8:00 a.m.  – 5:00 p.m.– Break – Nuts, fruit, granola bars, cookies, coffee, tea, assorted soda, water replenish throughout the day.
		12:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. Working Luncheon (sit down luncheon for 300)

	5.1.3	Wednesday June 8, 2016
		7:00 a.m. –Continental Breakfast - Coffee (regular and decaf), hot tea, hot chocolate and muffins/pastries, breakfast breads with condiments (butter, jams, etc.) for 250 
8:00 a.m.  – 5:00 p.m.– Break – Nuts, fruit, granola bars, cookies, coffee, tea, assorted soda, water replenish throughout the day.
			12:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. Working Luncheon (sit down luncheon for 300)	



6.0 	Mandatory Requirements
	Bidders must complete this section to be considered responsive to this IFB.

6.1 Emergency Red Alert Plan (ERAP).  In accordance with Section 2.9, Bidder must indicate if the hotel has an emergency red alert plan in place for the location submitted for this IFB. 
The OAG may request Bidder to provide the Bidders hotel ERAP.  (If requested, the ERAP must be provided within 2 (two) working days of the request date.)  

Yes  |_|		No  |_|

6.2 Hotel Accommodations.  Bidder to provide the following in accordance with Section 3 of the IFB.

6.2.1   Cut-off date to make reservations in accordance with Section 3.4 
6.2.2   Hotel rates for the following rooms, in accordance with Section 3.2
	
		Single 		__________________________
		Double		__________________________
		Triple 		__________________________
		Quadruple	__________________________

6.3 	References.  The OAG may request Bidder to provide three (3) references from other Texas State Government Agency clients who have held meetings at the Bidders hotel within the past 12 months.  (If requested, the references must be provided within 2 (two) working days of the request date.)  
6.4  	Do you provide a shuttle to/from Austin Bergstrom Airport?  
[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2]		Yes  |_|		No  |_|

A. If yes, provide the procedures used to schedule transportation and cost?
B. If no, provide the average cab fare to your facility?











6.5 Meeting and Equipment Pricing.  Bidder to provide the following pricing.

*Note:  Extension = Qty x Unit Qty* Unit Price = Total
	Item no.
	Description
Item & Quantity                              
	Qty
	Unit
	Unit price
	Extension*



	1.
	MEETING ROOM RENTAL 
	
	
	
	

	
	Bidder to provide pricing for each day.
Please see agenda in Section 4 for meeting room(s) needed each day.
	
	
	
	

	1.1
	Monday -  General Session 
	1
	1 Day
	
	

	1.2
	Tuesday - General Session
	1
	1 Day
	
	

	1.3

	Wednesday – General Session
	1

	1 Day

	
	

	2.
	AUDIO-VISUAL EQUIPMENT:
	
	
	
	

	
	Bidder to provide pricing for the following equipment.  .  The equipment must be available     June 7-8 (2 days).  An audio technician must be on call from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. each day.  (Note:  Service charges shall be included in unit price).
	
	
	
	

	
2.1
	
Audio tech to operate camera and equipment during all general sessions (not videotaping but projection only) (Price Per Hour)

**NOTE:  The quantity is not guaranteed. Bidder to provide hourly rate. The OAG will use as needed.

	
**
	
Hr.
	
	


	2.2
	Standing lectern with lectern microphone in general session room each day

	1 
	2 Days
	
	

	2.3
	Two (2) appropriately large screens for general session for each corner of the room  

	2
	2 Days
	
	

	2.4
	Two (2) LCD/ video projectors for general session room including projector cart, power strip, 3500-5000 Lumens each 

	2
	2 Days
	
	

	2.5
	VGA Distribution Amplifier 

	1
	2 Days
	
	

	2.6
	Computer audio interface 

	1
	2 Days
	
	

	2.7
	One (1) BNC cable 

	1
	2 Days
	
	

	2.8
	One (1) 15” NEC monitor for speaker for 
General Session
	1
	2 Days
	
	

	2.9
	One (1) wireless microphone for General Session

	1
	2 Days
	
	

	2.10
	Two (2) table top microphones for General Session

	2 
	2 Days
	
	

	2.11
	One (1) Mac adapter

	1
	2 Days
	
	

	2.12
	Wireless Internet Access for 2 people at Registration desk from Sunday-Wednesday

	1
	2 Days
	
	

	2.13
	Audio mixers for general session

	1
	2 Days
	
	

	2.14
	Wireless Internet Access (Broadband) for up to 300 people in ballroom

	1
	2 Days
	
	

	2.15
	Vendor shall attach as a part of the bid package, an audio/visual equipment pricelist.  The pricelist shall include equipment and available services.  

Pricelist attached?           Yes   |_|	No  |_|
Pricelist is not available: Yes  |_|	No  |_|


	
	
	
	

	3.
	MISCELLANEOUS:
	
	
	
	

	3.1
	Available Copier.  Charges for each copy
	***
	Per Copy
	
	

	3.2
	Ability to receive and send facsimile transmissions for conference participants.  Charge per page of fax
	***
	Per Page
	
	

	3.3
	Parking per day for overnight guests
	***
	Per day
	
	

	3.4
	Parking per day for local attendees
	***
	Per Day
	
	

	3.5
	Valet parking per day for overnight guests
	***
	Per Day
	
	

	3.6
	Valet parking per day for local attendees
	***
	Per Day
	
	

	
	***NOTE:  The quantity is not guaranteed. Bidder to provide per copy, page or day rates.  The OAG will use as needed.  

	
	
	
	

	4.0
	Food & Beverage
***NOTE:  The quantity is not guaranteed. 
	
	
	
	

	4.1
	Breaks – Price per person not to exceed a daily total of $35.00 inclusive of gratuity 
(Refer to Section 5.1)
	

	
	
	

	4.2
	Monday
Refreshments for 2 people at registration (Refer to Section 5.1.1)

	
1
	
2 people
	Include at no cost
	

	                4.3
	
Prices should be quoted inclusive of service charges per person per day for breakfast, lunch, breaks and items listed on Tuesday. (Refer to Section 5.1.2)

	
1
	***
300 people
	
	

	                4.4
	
Prices should be quoted inclusive of service charges per person per day for breakfast, lunch, breaks and items listed on Wednesday. (Refer to Section 5.1.3)

	
1
	***
300 people
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total
	
	
	Total
	





6.6 Option to Renew. 
The Office of the Attorney General in its sole discretion may renew this contract for three (3) additional one year periods.  The OAG will work with the Successful Bidder to determine the specific dates and estimated number of people each year.  The OAG anticipates the same basic structure for the conference each year, however minor modifications may be required. 

The OAG will work with the Successful Bidder prior to the renewal to determine specific dates and numbers.  Bidders shall provide a not to exceed percentage (%) rate for the years listed below.  The not to exceed % rate will be based on the pricing provided in Section 6.5 Meeting and Equipment Pricing. 

If the Bidder cannot provide renewal option, indicate below.

Bidder can provide renewal options:    Yes  |_|		No  |_|

	
Renewal Period 1:  09/01/2016 – 08/31/2017	
	
	%


	
Renewal Period 2: 09/01/2017 – 08/31/2018
	
	%


	
Renewal Period 3:  09/01/2018 – 08/31/2019
	
	%





THE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS
(The items listed below apply to and become a part of the attached bid.  
Any exceptions thereto must be in writing)

1.0	BIDDING REQUIREMENTS:
1.1	Bidders must comply with all rules, regulations and statutes relating to purchasing in the State of Texas in addition to the requirements of this form.
1.2	Bidders must price per unit shown.  Unit prices shall govern in the event of extension errors.
1.3	Bids should be submitted on this form.  Bids must be stamped at the Office of the Attorney General (OAG) Procurement Division or before the hour and date specified on the bid opening.
1.4	Late and or unsigned bids will not be considered under any circumstances.  Person signing bid should show title or authority to bind the firm in a contract.
1.5	Quote F.O.B. destination, freight, prepaid and allowed unless otherwise stated within the specifications.
1.6	Bid prices are requested to be firm for the OAG acceptance for 30 days from bid opening date.  “Discount from list” bids are not acceptable unless requested. Cash discounts are not considered in determining an award.  Cash discounts offered will be taken if earned.
1.7	Bidder should provide complete information requested on the face of this form to include the firm’s full name, address, city, state, zip, phone number, fax number, e-mail address of bidder on face of this form.  Provide the TINS number which is assigned and used by the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts of Texas to process payment for goods/services.  If this number is not known, please visit http://www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/ taxforms/ap-152.pdf to set up a Texas Identification Number.  In addition, provide the EIN.  Every company must have an EIN prior to an award of a contract.  For information on obtaining your EIN, you may call 800-829-4933 or visit the following we site:  http://www.gov-irs.com/main.php.
1.8	Bids cannot be altered or amended after opening time.  Alterations made before opening time should be initialed by bidder or his authorized agent.  No bid can be withdrawn after opening time without prior approval by the OAG based on an acceptable reason in writing.
1.9	Purchases made for OAG use are exempt from the State sales tax and Federal Excise Tax.  Do not include tax in bid.  Excise Tax Exemption Certifications are available upon request. OAG shall not be liable for the payment of any sales, use, or other taxes incurred by Vendor in acquiring any goods or services as a part of any work called for in this procurement nor shall OAG be liable to reimburse Vendor for same. OAG shall furnish to Vendor suitable documentation of Attorney General's exemption from any taxes on goods and services procured on behalf of Attorney General.
1.10	The OAG reserves the right to make an award on the basis of low line item bid, low total of line items, or in any other combination that will serve the best interest of the OAG and to reject any and all bid items at the sole discretion of the OAG.  The OAG also reserves the right to accept or reject all or any part of any bid, waive minor technicalities and award the bid to best serve the interests of the OAG.  Any contract may also be extended up to three months at the sole discretion of the OAG.
1.11	Consistent and continued tie bidding could cause rejection of bids by the OAG and/or investigation for antitrust violations.
2.0	SPECIFICATIONS
2.1	Catalogs, brand names or manufacturer’s references are descriptive only, and indicate type and quality desired.  Bids on brands of like nature and quality will be considered unless advertised under Section 2155.067, Title 10 of the Texas Government Code.  If bidding on other than references, bids should show manufacturer, brand or trade name, and other descriptions of the product offered.  If other than brand(s) specified is offered, then illustrations and complete description of product(s) offered are requested to be made. Failure to take exception to specifications or reference data will require bidder to furnish specified brand names, numbers, etc.
2.2	Unless otherwise specified, items bid shall be new and unused and of current production.
2.3	All electrical items must meet all applicable OSHA standards and regulations, and bear the appropriate listing from UL, FMRC or NEMA.
2.4	Samples, when requested must be furnished free of expense to the OAG.  If not destroyed by examination, they will be returned, on request, at bidder’s request, at bidder’s expense. Each sample should be marked with bidder’s name and address, and purchase order number.
2.5   The OAG will not be bound by any oral statement or representation contrary to the written specifications of this Invitation for Bid (IFB).
2.6	Manufacturer’s standard warranty shall apply unless stated in the IFB.
3.0 	TIE BIDS - Awards will be made in accordance with 34 TAC Rules 20.36(b)(3) and 20.38 (Preferences).

4.0	DELIVERY:
4.1	Show number of days required to place material in the OAG designated location under normal conditions.  Delivery days mean calendar days unless otherwise specified.  Failure to state delivery time obligates bidder to deliver in 14 calendar days.  Unrealistic delivery promises may cause bid to be disregarded.
4.2	If delay is foreseen, contractor shall give written notice to the OAG and keep the agency advised of the status of the order at all times.  Default in promised delivery (without acceptable reasons) or failure to meet specifications authorizes the OAG, at the OAG’s sole discretion, to cancel Purchase Order and purchase supplies elsewhere and charge full increase, if any, in cost and handling to the defaulting vendor.
4.3	No substitutions permitted without written approval of the OAG.
4.4	Delivery shall be made during normal business working hours only unless prior approval has been obtained from the OAG.
5.0	INSPECTION AND TEST - All goods will be subject to inspection and test by the State.  Authorized state personnel shall have access to supplier’s place of business for the purpose of inspecting merchandise.  Tests shall be performed on samples submitted with the bid or on samples taken from regular shipment.  All costs shall be borne by the vendor in the event products tested fail to meet or exceed all conditions and requirements of the specification.  Goods delivered and rejected in whole or in part may, at the State’s option, be returned to the vendor or held for disposition at the vendor’s expense.  Latent defects may result in revocation of acceptance.
6.0	AWARD OF CONTRACT - A response to this IFB is an offer to contract based upon the terms, conditions and specifications contained herein.  Bids do not become contracts until they are accepted through an agency purchase order.  The contract shall be governed, construed and interpreted under the laws of the State of Texas.  The factors listed in Texas Government Code, Title 10, Subtitle D, Section 2155.074, 2155.144, 2156.007, and 2157.003 shall also be considered in making an award when specified.  Any legal actions must be filed in Travis County, Texas.
7.0    PAYMENT - Payment will be made upon submission of an invoice which shall be submitted in accordance with the specifications for this procurement.   The items invoiced must be described in the same fashion as on the Attorney General's Purchase Order and must reference the Purchase Order number.  Each invoice presented must include the Attorney General's Purchase Order number, serial numbers (if applicable), the delivery date, the delivery location, and the unit price for each item within a shipment (if applicable).  It is the policy of the Attorney General to make payment on a properly prepared and submitted invoice within thirty (30) days of any final acceptance of performance under a procurement.  The Attorney General shall not be liable for any performances rendered or obligations incurred on behalf of the Attorney General by Vendor before execution of a Purchase Order. All obligations of the OAG are subject to the availability of legislative appropriations and, federally funded procurements, to the availability of federal funds applicable to this procurement.    OAG will not be in default for nonpayment under this contract if such appropriated funds or federal funds are not available to the OAG for payment of OAG’s obligations under this contract.
8.0	PATENTS, TRADEMARKS OR COPYRIGHTS - The vendor agrees to protect the OAG from claims involving infringement of patents, trademarks or copyrights.
9.0	VENDOR ASSIGNMENTS - The vendor hereby assigns to the OAG any and all claims for overcharges associated with this contract arising under the antitrust laws of the United States 15 USCA, Section 1, et seq. (1973), and the antitrust laws of the State of Texas, TEX Bus & Comm, Code Ann. Sec 15.01, et seq. (1967).
10. BIDDER AFFIRMATIONS:
	Signing this bid with a false statement is a material breach of contract and shall void the submitted bid or any resulting contracts, and the bidder shall be removed from all bid lists. By signature hereon affixed, the bidder hereby certifies that:
10.01. The bidder has not given, offered to give, nor intends to give at any time hereafter any economic opportunity, future employment, gift, loan, gratuity, special discount, trip, favor, or service to a public servant in connection with the submitted bid.
10.02. Neither the bidder nor the firm, corporation, partnership, or institution represented by the bidder, or anyone acting for such firm, corporation or institution has violated the antitrust laws of this State or the Federal Antitrust Laws (see section 9, above), nor communicated directly or indirectly the bid made to any competitor or any other person engaged in such line of business.
10.03. Pursuant to Section 2155.004 of the Texas Government Code, the bidder has not received compensation for participation in the preparation of the specifications for this IFB.
10.04. Pursuant to Section 231.006 (d) of the Texas Family Code, regarding child support, the bidder certifies that the individual or business entity named in this bid is not ineligible to receive the specified payment and acknowledges that this contract may be terminated and payment may be withheld if this certification is inaccurate.
10.05. Under Section 2155.004 of the Texas Government Code, the bidder certifies that the individual or business entity named in this bid or contract is not ineligible to receive the specified contract and acknowledges that this contract may be terminated and payment withheld if this certification is inaccurate.
10.06. VENDOR SHALL DEFEND, INDEMNIFY, AND HOLD HARMLESS THE STATE OF TEXAS, ITS OFFICERS, AND EMPLOYEES, AND OAG, ITS OFFICERS, AND EMPLOYEES AND CONTRACTORS, FROM AND AGAINST ALL CLAIMS, ACTIONS, SUITS, DEMANDS, PROCEEDINGS, COSTS, DAMAGES, AND LIABILITIES, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION ATTORNEYS’ FEES AND COURT COSTS, ARISING OUT OF, CONNECTED WITH, OR RESULTING FROM ANY ACTS OR OMISSIONS OF VENDOR OR ANY AGENT, EMPLOYEE, SUBCONTRACTOR, OR SUPPLIER OF VENDOR IN THE EXECUTION OR PERFORMANCE OF ANY CONTRACT WITH VENDOR RESULTING FROM THIS IFB.  VENDOR SHALL COORDINATE ITS DEFENSE WITH THE TEXAS ATTORNEY GENERAL AS REQUESTED BY OAG. THIS SECTION IS NOT INTENDED TO AND SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED TO REQUIRE VENDOR TO INDEMNIFY OR HOLD HARMLESS THE STATE OR OAG FOR ANY CLAIMS OR LIABILITIES RESULTING FROM THE NEGLIGENT ACTS OR OMISSIONS OF OAG OR ITS EMPLOYEES.   
10.07. Bidder agrees that any payments due under this contract will be applied towards any debt, including but not limited to delinquent taxes and child support that is owed to the State of Texas.
10.08. Bidder certifies that it is in compliance with Section 669.003 of the Texas Government Code, relating to contracting with executive head of a State agency. If Section 669.003 of the Texas Government Code applies, bidder will complete the following information in order for the bid to be evaluated:
Name of Former Executive: 		
Name of State Agency:  			
Date of Separation from State Agency: 		
Position with Bidder: 			
Date of Employment with Bidder: 	
10.09. Bidder agrees to comply with Section 2155.4441 of the Texas Government Code pertaining to service contract use of products produced in the State of Texas.
10.010. Pursuant to Section 2262.003 of the Texas Government Code, the state auditor may conduct an audit or investigation of the vendor or any other entity or person receiving funds from the state directly under this contract or indirectly through a subcontract under this contract.  The acceptance of funds by the vendor or any other entity or person directly under this contract or indirectly through a subcontract under this contract acts as acceptance of the authority of the state auditor, under the direction of the legislative audit committee, to conduct an audit or investigation in connection with those funds.  Under the direction of the legislative audit committee, the vendor or other entity that is the subject of an audit or investigation by the state auditor must provide the state auditor with access to any information the state auditor considers relevant to the investigation or audit. Vendor will ensure that this clause concerning the authority to audit funds received indirectly by subcontractors through the vendor and the requirement to cooperate is included in any subcontract it awards.
10.011. Bidder certifies that the bidding entity and its principals are eligible to participate in this transaction and have not been subjected to suspension, debarment, or similar ineligibility determined by any federal, state or local governmental entity and that bidder is in compliance with the State of Texas statutes and rules relating to procurement and that bidder is not listed on the federal government's terrorism watch list as described in Executive Order 13224. Entities ineligible for federal procurement are listed at http://www.epls.gov.
10.012. Under Section 2155.006(b) of the Texas Government Code, a state agency may not accept a bid or award a contract, including a contract for which purchasing authority is delegated to a state agency, that includes proposed financial participation by a person who, during the five-year period preceding the date of the bid or award, has been:  (1) convicted of violating a federal law in connection with a contract awarded by the federal government for relief, recovery, or reconstruction efforts as a result of Hurricane Rita,  as defined by Section 39.459, Utilities Code, Hurricane Katrina, or any other disaster occurring after September 24, 2005; or (2)  assessed a penalty in a federal civil or administrative enforcement action in connection with a contract awarded by the federal government for relief, recovery, or reconstruction efforts as a result of Hurricane Rita, as defined by Section 39.459, Utilities Code, Hurricane Katrina, or any other disaster occurring after September 24, 2005.  Under Section 2155.006 of the Texas Government Code, the bidder certifies that the individual or business entity named in this bid is not ineligible to receive the specified contract and acknowledges that any contract resulting from this IFB may be terminated and payment withheld if this certification is inaccurate.
10.013. Bidder represents that payment to the bidder and the bidder’s receipt of appropriated or other funds under any contract resulting from this IFB are not prohibited by Section 556.005 or Section 556.008 of the Texas Government Code.
10.014. Bidder represents and warrants that it has no actual or potential conflicts of interest in providing the requested items to OAG under any resulting contract, if any, and that bidder’s provision of the requested items under the IFB and any resulting contract, if any, would not reasonably create an appearance of impropriety.
11. Pursuant to Section 231.006(c) of the Texas Family Code, bid must include Names and Social Security Numbers of each person with at least 25% ownership of the business entity submitting the bid. Enter Name & Social Security Numbers for each person. This information must be provided prior to contract award.
	Name: 
	Social Security Number:

	Name: 
	Social Security Number:

	Name: 
	Social Security Number:


12. NOTE TO BIDDER:
	Any terms and conditions attached to a bid will not be considered unless specifically referred to on this bid form and may result in disqualification of the bid.
13. PROTEST PROCEDURES:
Any actual or prospective bidder who is aggrieved in connection with this IFB, evaluation, or award of any contract resulting from this IFB may formally protest as provided in OAG’s rules at 1 TAC, Part 3, Chapter 69, Subchapter A.  
14. DISPUTE RESOLUTION:
The dispute resolution process provided for in Chapter 2260 of the Texas Government Code must be used by the OAG and the vendor to attempt to resolve all disputes arising under this contract.
15. NON-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS:
	The State’s funds are contingent on the availability of lawful appropriations by the Texas Legislature. If the Texas Legislature fails to continue funding for the payments due under an order resulting from this IFB, the order will terminate as of the date that the funding expires, and the State will have no further obligation to make any payments.
16. TEXAS PUBLIC INFORMATION ACT:
Information, documentation, and other material in connection with this solicitation or any resulting contract may be subject to public disclosure pursuant to Chapter 552 of the Texas Government Code (the "Public Information Act"). Any part of the solicitation response that is of a confidential or proprietary nature must be clearly and prominently marked as such by the bidder.
17. CONFLICT OF INTEREST:
Under Section 2155.003 of the Texas Government Code, an OAG employee may not have an interest in, or in any manner be connected with a contract or bid for a purchase of goods or services by an agency of the state; or in any manner, including by rebate or gift, accept or receive from a person to whom a contract may be awarded, directly or indirectly, anything of value or a promise, obligation, or contract for future reward or compensation. Any individual who interacts with public purchasers in any capacity is required to adhere to the guidelines established in Section 1.2 of the State of Texas Procurement Manual which outlines the ethical standards required of public purchasers, employees, and vendors who interact with public purchasers in the conduct of state business.  Entities who are interested in seeking business opportunities with the State must be mindful of these restrictions when interacting with public purchasers of OAG or purchasers of other state agencies. 
18. FORCE MAJEURE: 
Neither bidder nor OAG shall be liable to the other for any delay in, or failure of performance, of any requirement included in any contract resulting from this IFB caused by force majeure.  The existence of such causes of delay or failure shall extend the period of performance until after the causes of delay or failure have been removed provided the non-performing party exercises all reasonable due diligence to perform.  Force majeure is defined as acts of God, war, fires, explosions, hurricanes, floods, failure of transportation, or other causes that are beyond the reasonable control of either party and that by exercise of due foresight such party could not reasonably have been expected to avoid, and which, by the exercise of all reasonable due diligence, such party is unable to overcome. Each party must inform the other in writing, with proof of receipt, within three (3) business days of the existence of such force majeure, or otherwise waive this right as a defense.  
19.	INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR:
Bidder or bidder’s employees, representatives, agents and any subcontractors shall serve as an independent contractor in providing the services under any contract resulting from this IFB.  Bidder and bidder's employees, representatives, agents and any subcontractors shall not be employees of OAG.  Should bidder subcontract any of the services required in this IFB, bidder expressly understands and acknowledges that in entering into such subcontract(s), OAG is in no manner liable to any subcontractor(s) of bidder.  In no event shall this provision relieve bidder of the responsibility for ensuring that the services rendered under all subcontracts are rendered in compliance with this IFB.  
20. 	TERMINATION FOR CONVENIENCE:
	OAG reserves the right to terminate the contract at any time, in whole or in part, without penalty, by providing thirty (30) calendar days advance written notice, if OAG determines that such termination is in its best interest.  In the event of such a termination, Vendor shall, unless otherwise mutually agreed upon in writing, cease all work immediately upon the effective date of termination.  OAG shall be liable for payments limited only to the portion of work the OAG authorized in writing and which the Contractor has completed, delivered to the OAG, and which has been accepted by the OAG.  All such work shall have been completed, per the contract requirements, prior to the effective date of cancellation.  The OAG shall have no other liability including no liability for any costs associated with the termination. 
21.	BACKGROUND CHECKS
Pursuant to Texas Government Code Sections 411.127-1271, the OAG may elect to obtain criminal history information from the Texas Department of Public Safety, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, or another law enforcement agency about any person or employee of an entity that proposes to enter into a contract, or who has entered a contract, to supply goods and services to the agency.  This authorization includes subcontractors and their employees.  If requested, the vendor shall provide identifying data necessary to facilitate the performance of initial and periodic criminal background checks on its employees and the employees of any subcontractor.  In its sole discretion, the OAG may reject the assignment or restrict the access of personnel on the basis of reported criminal history, and is prohibited by law from disclosing the results of any criminal background check to the vendor.





























TERMS & CONDITIONS FOR PROCUREMENTS FUNDED BY THE UNITED STATES
(The items listed below apply to and become a part of the attached.  Any exceptions thereto must be writing.)

All procurements made by the Attorney General are subject to the requirements of state law.  In addition, certain procurements are also subject to the federal requirements applicable to state expenditures made pursuant to Title IV, Part D, of the Social Security Act of 1935, as amended.   These provisions are as follows: 
1. Records Retention and Inspection 
Vendor shall retain all financial records, supporting documents, statistical records, and any other records, documents, papers or books (collectively referred to as records) relating to the performances called for in this contract.  Vendor shall retain all such records for a period of five (5) years after the expiration of the term of this contract, or until the OAG or the United States are satisfied that all audit, claim, negotiation and litigation matters are resolved, whichever period is longer.  Vendor shall grant access to all such records to the OAG, the State Auditor of Texas, the United States Department of Health and Human Services and the Comptroller General of the United States (or any of their duly authorized representatives) for the purposes of inspecting, auditing, or copying such records.  The requirements of this provision shall be included in all subcontracts.
2. Civil Rights  
Vendor agrees that no person shall, on the ground of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, political affiliation, or religious belief be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, be subjected to discrimination under, or be denied employment in the administration of, or in connection with, any program or activity funded in whole or in part with funds available under this contract.  Vendor shall comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Public Law 88-352, 42 U.S.C. §2000d), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Public Law 93-112, 29 U.S.C. §794), and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (Public Law 101-336, 42 U.S.C. §12101).  Vendor shall comply with Executive Order 11246, “Equal Employment Opportunity”, as amended by Executive Order 11375, “Amending Executive Order 11246 relating to Equal Employment Opportunity”, and as supplemented by regulations at 41 C.F.R. Part 60, “Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs, Equal Employment Opportunity Department of Labor”.  Vendor shall ensure that all subcontracts comply with the above-referenced provisions.
3. Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility, and Voluntary Exclusion from Participation in Contracts Exceeding $100,000.00
The Vendor certifies that neither it nor its principals are debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction by any Federal department or agency.  The certification requirement of this provision shall be included in all subcontracts that exceed $100,000.
4. Environmental Protection [Procurement’s  in  excess of $100,000]
Vendor shall be in compliance with all applicable standards, orders, or requirements issued under section 306 of the Clean Air Act (42 USC 1857(h)) Section 508 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1368) Executive Order 11738, and Environmental Protection Agency regulations (40 CFR part 15). The requirements of this provision shall be included in all subcontracts that exceed $100,000.
5. Certain Disclosures Concerning Lobbying [Procurement’s  in  excess of $100,000]
Vendor shall comply with the provisions of a federal law known generally as the Lobbying Disclosure Acts of 1989, and the regulations of the United States Department of Health and Human Services promulgated pursuant to said law, and shall make all disclosures and certifications as required by law.  Vendor must submit with its response the Certification Regarding Lobbying included with this solicitation.  This certification certifies that the Vendor will not and has not used federally appropriated funds to pay any person or organization for influencing or attempting to influence any officer or employee of a member of any Federal agency, a member of Congress, officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a member of Congress in connection with obtaining any Federal Contract, grant or any other award covered by 31 U.S.C 1352.  It also certifies that the Vendor will disclose any lobbying with non-Federal funds that takes place in connection with obtaining any Federal award by completing and submitting Standard Form LLL.  The requirements of this provision shall be included in all subcontracts exceeding $100,000.
6. Compliance with Law
Vendor must comply with all state and federal laws, rules, regulations, requirements and guidelines applicable to Vendor: (1) performing its obligations hereunder and to assure with respect to its performances hereunder that the OAG is carrying out the program of child support enforcement pursuant to Title IV, Part D of the federal Social Security Act of 1935 as amended; (2) providing services to the OAG as these laws, rules, regulations, requirements and guidelines currently exist and as they are amended throughout the term of this contract.

7. Provision of Funding by United States
It is expressly understood that any and all of OAG’s obligations and liabilities hereunder are contingent upon the existence of a state plan for child support enforcement approved by the United States Department of Health and Human Services providing for the statewide program of child support enforcement, pursuant to the Social Security Act, and on the availability of Federal Financial Participation for the activities described herein. In the event that such approval of the state plan or the availability of Federal Financial Participation should lapse or otherwise terminate, OAG shall promptly notify Vendor of such fact in writing.  Upon such occurrence OAG shall discontinue payment hereunder.
8. Recovery Act Requirements
This purchase may be funded in whole or in part by Federal funds that may require vendors to comply with certain additional Accountability and Transparency Requirements of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Pub. L. No. 111-5), including Division A, Title XV, sections 1515 (inspector general access to records and employees), 1553 (whistleblower protections for non-Federal employees), and Title XVI, sections 1605 (use of American iron, steel and manufactured goods), 1606 (wage rate requirements), and 1609 (National Environmental Policy Act compliance). 
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