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1. Purpose and Introduction
The Virginia Department of Energy (Virginia Energy) issues this Request for Information (RFI) to solicit information from organizations with experience interconnecting solar facilities on public bodies in Virginia. This RFI is issued for market research and planning purposes only and does not constitute a solicitation, a commitment to issue a Request for Proposals (RFP), or an obligation to contract for any services.
Virginia Energy anticipates that it may subsequently issue a competitive grant program, pending budget availability, seeking public bodies to apply to offset costs associated with the interconnection of solar facilities to the grid. Responses to this RFI may inform Virginia Energy’s planning, program design, and the development of a future grant program.


2. Background
New legislation in 2026 (HB683/SB659) established the Solar Interconnection Grant Program for the purpose of awarding grants on a competitive basis to public bodies to offset costs associated with the interconnection of solar facilities to the grid. The Program will be administered by the Division of Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (more commonly known as the State Energy Office) of the Virginia Department of Energy. The bill requires that priority be given to solar facilities located on previously developed project sites and requires the Division to establish and publish guidelines and criteria for the awarding of grants and general requirements of the Program. The bill has an expiration date of July 1, 2027.

3. Anticipated Grant Program Design
Based on the 2026 legislation and prior knowledge, Virginia Energy expects that the forthcoming grant program will approximately follow the anticipated requirements below. However, this list is a draft and will be refined prior to release of any grant program, if funded, with the support of RFI responses.
3.1 Eligible Applicants
· Public bodies, such as school districts or local governments
3.2 Eligible Costs
· Interconnection related costs, especially those that may downsize, delay, or cancel a project. Costs may include, but are not limited to: 
· Distribution upgrades, such as transformers or lines or substations
· Protection equipment, such as reclosers or relays
· Direct Transfer Trip (DTT) 
· Soft costs such as engineering studies
3.3 Timeline of Grant Program
Virginia Energy anticipates that all funding must be allocated and deployed prior to July 1, 2027. Thus, the agency anticipates that projects would be under contract by the end of 2026 calendar year and funding must be spent (i.e. reimbursable expenses incurred) within approximately 4 months of contract signing. 
3.4 Compliance, Reporting, and Program Management
Any recipients of this funding would be required to:
1. Monitor program compliance with Virginia law and Virginia Energy program guidelines, including Virginia prevailing wage law for projects over $250K
1. Collect and maintain project data
1. Prepare quarterly and final reports
1. Submit monthly itemized invoices for expenses incurred with sufficient documentation to substantiate all costs billed

4. Questions for Respondents
Virginia Energy invites respondents to provide detailed, substantive answers to the following questions. Responses need not address every question; respondents are encouraged to focus on areas where they have direct expertise. Additional information, suggestions, or observations beyond the questions below are also welcome.
1. Please provide background on yourself and/or organization and broadly your experience with solar interconnection in Virginia. 
2. Considering the statutory timeline and anticipated need to obligate and expend funds by mid-2027, at what stage of project development should applicants seek funding under this program? Are respondents aware of public building solar projects that may be sufficiently advanced to utilize funding within this timeframe? If so, please provide a high-level overview of the project(s), including anticipated interconnection costs, known upgrade requirements, and barriers to project completion.
3. What differences are there between interconnection timelines, processes, and requirements between Dominion Energy, Appalachian Power Company, and other distribution cooperatives? Do these differences make interconnecting more difficult in one territory? Considering these differences, should Virginia Energy favor projects in specific territories? Please comment on differences in cost transparency, study timelines, hosting capacity visibility, and predictability between utility territories.
4. Should Virginia Energy place limit on the amount of funding per project? If so, should the limit be a dollar amount, a percentage of total project costs, or something else? Should applicants be required to provide matching funds to demonstrate financial commitment to the project? Why or why not?
5. What interconnection upgrades should be eligible under this program? Are there upgrades that should be prioritized or should be ineligible?
6. Should Virginia Energy prioritize projects whose upgrades may support other projects later on? If so, how could applicants show that? Alternatively, do you think it is viable for projects to participate in the distribution cost sharing program enabled by § 56-596.6. that will be active by December 2026?
7. Should front of the meter systems be eligible for funding? 
8. Who should be eligible to apply for funding under this program (e.g., school districts, local governments, third-party developers, ESCOs, nonprofits, financing entities, or other parties, within statutorily eligible entities)? Are there ownership or contractual structures that Virginia Energy should prioritize or avoid? 
9. What project readiness criteria should Virginia Energy consider when evaluating applications (e.g., executed PPA, completed feasibility study, completed interconnection study, site control, financing commitments, procurement status, or other milestones)?
10. How can Virginia Energy prioritize projects that may have otherwise been downsized, delayed, or canceled due to high interconnection costs? What documentation or evidence should Virginia Energy require in applications to demonstrate that interconnection costs materially affected project sizing, timing, or viability? 
11. Should Virginia Energy prioritize projects serving particular geographic regions, school populations, or community types? If so, what criteria should be used?
12. Should Virginia Energy prioritize or provide additional consideration for projects paired with battery storage, resiliency capabilities, or other grid-support functionalities? Why or why not?
13. What project outcomes should be evaluated (e.g. revenue to public body, MW deployed, local grid benefits, other environmental/economic/social benefits etc.)? 
14. What program design considerations would best ensure that this funding achieves meaningful deployment outcomes while also generating lessons learned that can improve solar interconnection processes in Virginia more broadly?
15. Is there any additional information about your organization or your recommendations for Virginia Energy that you would like to share that is not addressed by the questions above?

5. Response Guidelines
Respondents are encouraged to provide clear, concise, and well-organized responses. Supporting materials, such as case studies, program brochures, sample interconnection studies, or transaction summaries, may be submitted as attachments.
Responses will be reviewed by Virginia Energy staff. Respondents should clearly mark any information they consider proprietary or confidential, though Virginia Energy cannot guarantee that such information will be exempt from disclosure under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).

6. Submission Instructions
Responses must be submitted electronically via eVA on the page where this RFI is posted. 
All responses must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on July 15, 2026. Late responses may not be considered. Virginia Energy may, at its discretion, extend the response deadline by written notice posted to eVA.
Questions regarding this RFI may be submitted to Jennifer Dillemuth at jennifer.dillemuth@energy.virginia.gov with the subject line “Solar Interconnection Question – [Organization Name]” no later than 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on July 6, 2026.  Virginia Energy will post consolidated Q&A responses on the eVA page where this RFI is posted. 

7. Important Notices
This RFI is issued for information and planning purposes only. It does not constitute a competitive solicitation, a Request for Proposals, or an invitation to bid. Issuance of this RFI does not commit Virginia Energy to issue an RFP, award a contract, or pay any costs incurred in preparing a response.
Responses to this RFI will not be evaluated as competitive proposals and will not be ranked or scored. Virginia Energy reserves the right to use information provided in responses for any lawful government purpose, including the design of future procurement.
Respondents are advised that communications related to this RFI should be limited to written submissions as instructed in Section 6. Ex parte communications with Virginia Energy staff outside of this process are not permitted.
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